REMARKS 

By the foregoing Amendment, Claims 1 and 30 have been amended, and Claims 
3-23, 28-29, 31-32, 34-36, and 39-40 have been cancelled. Favorable reconsideration of 
the application is respectfully requested. 

Initially, the Examiner objected to the drawings on the grounds that in Figure 7, 
the cross-section is mislabeled as "8D," and the Examiner required the filing of corrected 
drawings. The objection to the drawings is not understood, because the drawings as filed, 
as published, do not contain a "Figure 7," and none of Figs. 7A through 7E appear to 
have a cross-section labeled "8D." Applicant has reviewed the drawings as filed, and it 
appears that none of the drawings have any figure or element labeled "8D," so that it 
appears that the objection to the drawings should be withdrawn. If the Examiner 
maintains this objection, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner attach a copy 
of the drawing to which the Examiner is objecting, so that an appropriate correction can 
be made if it is necessary. 

The Examiner objected to Claims 26 and 27 on the grounds that these claims seem 
to be a repeat of Claims 24-25. Claims 26 and 27 are different from Claims 24 and 25, in 
that Claim 24 recites that "the main lumen further comprises a lining along at least a 
majority of the main lumen," whereas Claim 26 recites that " the wire lumen further 
comprises a lining along at least a majority of the wire lumen." Claim 24 recites the main 
lumen, and Claim 26 recites the wire lumen. Claim 25 depends from Claim 24, and 
Claim 27 depends from Claim 26, so that Claim 25 relates to the main lumen, and Claim 
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27 relates to the wire lumen, and are therefore different in scope. As is described in 
paragraph [0051] of the present application as published, and as is illustrated in Figs. 4A- 
4D, the catheter body 212 has a main lumen 216 and a push/pull wire lumen 214, which 
are different lumens. Accordingly it is respectfully submitted that Claims 26 and 27 do 
not repeat the subject matter of Claims 24 and 25, and that the objection to Claims 26 and 
27 should be withdrawn. 

Claims 1, 22, 24 and 30 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting in view of claims 1, 2 and 8 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,726,700, and claims 1 and 2 of U.S. Patent No. 6,076,991. It appears that U.S. Patent 
No. 6,076,991 was cited in error, and that the correct citation is U.S. Patent No. 
6,976,991, which was discussed at page 5 of the Office Action. The Examiner indicated 
that Claim 1 recites "at least one radio-opaque band near or at the distal end of the 
flexible joint region for securing the push/pull wire thereto," however, this is not recited 
in Claim 1 . This is recited in Claim 30. 

Claims 1 and 30 have been amended to recite "a braid disposed along at least a 
majority of the wire lumen, the braid terminating proximally of the flexible joint region. 11 
It is respectfully submitted that claims 1, 2 and 8 of U.S. Patent No. 6,726,700, and 
claims 1 and 2 of U.S. Patent No. 6,976,991 do not recite the limitation of "the braid 
terminating proximally of the flexible joint region." It is therefore respectfully submitted 
that the claims of the present application are therefore patentably distinct from claims 1, 2 
and 8 of U.S. Patent No. 6,726,700, and claims 1 and 2 of U.S. Patent No. 6,976,991, and 
that the rejection of Claims 1, 22, 24 and 30 on the grounds of obviousness-type double 
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patenting in view of claims 1, 2 and 8 of U.S. Patent No. 6,726,700, and claims 1 and 2 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,976,991 should be withdrawn. 

Claims 1, 2, 22-23, 30, 33 and 35-36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) on the 
grounds of anticipation by published application US2003/0236493 (Mauch), disclosing a 
catheter system with a flexible joint region and a braid. Claims 1 and 30 have been 
amended to recite f, the braid terminating proximally of the flexible joint region." Mauch 
teaches a braid extending over a joint region and nearly to the anchor point of the 
push/pull wire, as is shown in Fig. 3 of Mauch, in contrast to the present invention as 
claimed, in which the braid terminates proximally of the flexible joint region. It is 
therefore respectfully submitted that the rejection of Claims 1, 2, 22-23, 30, 33 and 35-36 
on the grounds of anticipation by Mauch should be withdrawn. 

Claims 24-27 and 37-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) on the grounds of 
obviousness from Mauch in view of Macaulay et al., which was cited as disclosing a 
lubricious inner lining. As noted above, Claims 1 and 30 have been amended to recite 
!, the braid terminating proximally of the flexible joint region," and Macaulay et al. 
discloses a braid extending well beyond the "J" shape portion 13 of the catheter, up to the 
distal end of the catheter. It is respectfully submitted that the invention as claimed is 
patentably distinguishable from the combination of Mauch in view of Macaulay et al. in 
that they both teach a braid extending over a joint region, contrary to the invention as 
claimed. It is therefore respectfully submitted that the rejection of Claims 24-27 and 37- 
38 on the grounds of obviousness from Mauch in view of Macaulay et al. should be 
withdrawn. 
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Applicant has reviewed the additional prior art made of record and not relied upon, 
and it is believed that the additional prior art made of record and not relied upon is no 
more pertinent than the reference actually applied. 

In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
the application should now be in condition for allowance, and an early favorable action in 
this regard is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FUL WIDER PATTON LLP 

David G. Parkhurst 
Reg. No. 29,422 
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